The White Paper

“Higher Standards, Better Schools For All
- More Choice for Parents and Pupils”

The NUT’s Main Concerns

· The implications of the ‘choice’ agenda are potentially divisive and could favour affluent parents over disadvantaged pupils.

· A divisive system of self-governing independent school including Academies, Trust , and Foundation schools will fuel an internal market which will adversely affect collaboration and undermine fair admissions.

· In Trust schools and school with increased independence generally governing bodies will become employers and may take power to operate outside national arrangements for pay and conditions.

· Local authorities will be able only to commission the establishment of new schools and this will undermine their ability to support schools and foster collaboration between schools.

· The aims of the White Paper contradict those of the Every Child Matters agenda.

· The White Paper endorses the Swedish model of school choice but the evidence from Sweden shows that “school choice has reinforced segregation”. Our cities and towns do not need further “segregation”.

· The White Paper ignores the extent to which some of the measures described are already available, for example Trust status, but have so far attracted little interest from schools or parents.

· There is little evidence for many of the claims and statements on proposals which will cause structural change.

· Parliament has limited opportunity to scrutinise the more controversial proposals.

The NUT’s Position.

The NUT believes that all children should be entitled to free, high quality education that is publicly provided and publicly accountable.

We want:

· A good local school for each child;

· Collaboration not competition between schools;

· Fair and co-ordinated admissions policies;

· The continued right of local authorities to establish new community schools;

· Proper funding for all school; and

· And end to the privatisation of education.

Some of the proposals

CHOICE – A school system shaped by demand.
· Every school will be able to become a self-governing Trust, independent of the LEA.

· At least 200 Academies.

· Parents will be able to demand new schools where they think there isn’t enough choice.

· A School Commissioner. To support parents who feel choice isn’t offered. To drive change, to promote choice and champion Trust schools.

· Popular schools will be able to expand by their own decision.

· Schools which are judged as failing will be closed after one year if they aren’t “turned around”.

· Extending right to free transport. – So pupils can travel further to schools of choice (Blair & Kelly suggest this will cut down on traffic congestion)

Personalised Learning

· Extended schools, extra classes after school, holiday classes.

· SEN specialist schools.

Parents Driving Improvement

· More reports to parents.

· New rights for parents to complain.

· Governing bodies required to seek parents views.

· Schools to provide childcare and other services.

· Action to improve school food.

School Discipline

· Teachers to have legal right to discipline children.

· Extending parenting orders.

· Parents to take responsibility for supervising children during first five days of suspension. Have to supervise homework etc.

· Discipline to be key factor in Ofsted inspections. (More inner city schools will be judges as failing?)

School Workforce

· New types of support staff to support personalised learning

· New professional standards for teachers. More performance management.

· More career pathways for support staff.

New Role for LEAs

· There will be a ‘Modernisation Agency’. (To help more schools become Trust schools)

· LEAs to be champions of parents and pupils.

· LEAs to commission services rather than provide them

· LEAs will have a duty to promote choice and diversity

· School Organisation Committees to be abolished.

· NO MORE Community schools will be established.

