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At least one teacher; no more than 30 pupils.

The NUT in Leeds have become aware that the DfES and Education Leeds are seeking to move away from their legal duties in regard to both class sizes and the quality of teaching in infant classes. NUT members new and old will not be surprised that the excuse for this betrayal of the youngest pupils in our schools is ‘workforce remodelling’. The NUT have argued from the outset that a more accurate label for this latest fad would be ‘teaching on the cheap’ and so it has proved.

A number of primary schools seem to have decided that their nursery or reception classes do not necessarily need to have a teacher. A much smaller number have decided that they can have more than 30 pupils in the reception class if they call the class a ‘unit’, split it into groups and have someone other than a qualified teacher delivering the curriculum to one of the groups. 

All members teaching primary age children need to be aware of the legal position:

· Under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and the Education Act 2002 all local authorities and governing bodies have a duty to ensure that infant classes are limited to 30 pupils per teacher. Infant classes are defined in the Act as ‘classes containing a majority of five, six or seven year olds.’

· The School Teachers’ Pay and Conditions Document 2005 imposes a duty on Headteachers to ensure ‘that a teacher is assigned in the school timetable to every class or group of pupils-


(a) in the first, second, third and fourth key stages, for foundation and other core subjects and religious education; and

(b) in the foundation stage.’

Taken together these provisions clearly require all classes to have a teacher and infant classes to have no more than 30 pupils per teacher. You might think, like us, that this is very simple and straightforward. The DfES, however, appear to believe that infant classes can have more than 30 pupils per teacher as long as the class is split into groups and some are taught by someone called an ‘instructor’. Regulations do, in fact, allow for the employment of instructors to provide instruction in particular arts or skills under very specific conditions. 

These are that:

(i) they have special qualifications or experience 

(ii) the governing body, with the consent of the LEA, are satisfied as to the qualifications and experience of the instructor

(iii) no suitable qualified teacher, graduate teacher etc… is available for such instruction.

The last of these is particularly important but all of them indicate that instructors are not intended to be used for normal classroom teaching duties.

Every class or group should have a qualified teacher. No infant class should have more than 30 pupils.

LEEDS NUT WILL, WHERE REQUESTED, CHALLENGE SCHOOLS ACTING OUTSIDE THESE REQUIREMENTS.


















JOIN THE NUT:   Ring the Recruitment Hotline

   0845 300 1669
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