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VOTE TO END SATS

From this week NUT members in primary schools will have been receiving ballot papers at their home addresses seeking your views on SATs. This indicative ballot asks two questions:
1. Do you agree that the current system of SATS KS1 and KS2 should be abolished?

2. Would you be prepared in a formal ballot to vote in favour of taking action, short of strike action, to refuse to undertake as appropriate the preparation for, the administration of, and the reporting of the results of the tests in 2010 as part of the joint campaign with the NAHT?

The second question, put more simply, is asking if members would be prepared to support a boycott of the 2010 SATS. The Union is asking members to vote YES to both questions. By voting yes you make it more likely that the Union will conduct a formal ballot for a boycott as soon as possible.
Why you should vote YES.

The NUT and a host of other educational campaigners, authors and organisations have been putting the case against SATS for many years and in much detail. You will know from your own lived experience in the classroom of the damage done by these tests and the lack of any educational value provided with them. 

In summary, however, the various problems with these tests can be captured in three main reasons:

1. They cause unnecessary stress to children, parents and teachers

2. They narrow the curriculum

3. They create the tyranny of league tables. 
This is a good time to act
Three particular developments make this an ideal time to kick SATS into touch.
1. The National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) is conducting a similar survey of its members with a view to boycotting this year’s tests. Together the NAHT and NUT represent the overwhelming majority of primary Heads. A joint boycott which also involved NUT classroom teachers would stop the tests in their tracks
2. KS3 SATS were abolished last year leaving primary tests as the last bastion of the testing regime. It’s time to extend the same freedom to primary members as is enjoyed by secondary colleagues.

3. The Cambridge Primary Review published on October 16th removed any credibility these tests may have had. The most extensive research carried out in primary education in 40 years (since Plowden in 1967) recommended that SATs and league tables be abolished and replaced with a new system of accountability in which teacher assessment plays a stronger role.

The NUT and NAHT agree with this recommendation. 

We believe that the argument has been won and that the government are in denial. 

. 



Joint Union Survey - Assaults on Staff 





Leeds NUT is conducting a survey on assaults on staff in conjunction with the NASUWT and ATL, in order to establish how serious the problem generally is in primary, secondary schools and SILC’s across Leeds.  





Issues of under reporting and inappropriate ways of dealing with staff assaults in schools have been regularly raised at union meetings in schools and at joint union Health & Safety committee meetings with Education Leeds Health & Safety Unit.





We are asking school reps to complete the survey to help ensure an accurate overview on the level of verbal and physical assaults on staff across Leeds. This evidence will help our campaign to get Education Leeds to review and develop consistent and effective policies and procedures for reporting and monitoring assaults on staff. 





Our aim is to ensure that schools which have concerns over staff assaults are appropriately supported e.g. by raising awareness of the need for staff training and management support in dealing with serious incidents. 


If you have any concern on these issues make sure a return is made from your school by talking to your NUT Rep.





Election of NUT Annual Conference Delegates for 2010





NUT Annual Conference for 2010 will be held in Liverpool next Easter : 2nd – 6th April.  





Nomination forms for members who would like to be delegates have been sent into schools with this bulletin and are also available by post or e-mail from the Leeds NUT Office or via the website:  www.leedsnut.co.uk





Every Leeds NUT member is eligible to be elected for the 7 places available and new delegates in particular will be made very welcome. 





Our local rules ensure that we have reserved spaces for a young teacher, teachers who have not attended Conference before and a teacher from a Black or Ethnic Minority group. 





We also try to ensure at least a third of the delegation are women.





All expenses and accommodation are paid for and the NUT provides excellent creche facilities for delegates who wish to take children. 





If you would like to know more about being a delegate please speak to an officer for more information.  Contact the office.  (0113 2304385).





The closing date for nominations is Wednesday 18th November 2009 and if an election is necessary it will take place during the following few weeks.








Put them and our children out of their misery by voting YES to both questions.
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JOIN THE NUT:   Ring the Recruitment Hotline

   0845 300 1669
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