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Date:   Friday 5th February 2010 

Severe Winter Conditions

During the recent snow and icy weather, a number of issues arose on which members and school /health and safety representatives sought advice.  The question and answers set out below deal with some of the most common questions.

School Closure – The Facts

The DCSF advises that it is preferable for schools in consultation with local authorities (LAs) to decide whether to stay open or close.  LAs may, however, take decisions on closure with respect to community and voluntary controlled schools if they wish to ensure a consistent approach across an area.  LAs do not have the power to instruct foundation or voluntary aided schools or academies to close.   Schools are advised to take a common-sense approach based on local conditions and the risks to pupils and staff both in school and while travelling between home and school.  Sometimes schools may need to close early because of deteriorating conditions and problems with transport home.  Schools should have systems in place for alerting parents in such circumstances.

Frequently Asked Questions

My head teacher is putting pressure on staff to get into school.  Many staff are facing long drives in treacherous driving conditions or are facing uncertain journeys on public transport.  Is it reasonable to expect them to come into school in these circumstances?

Whilst it is fair enough to expect staff, particularly those who are very local, to make reasonable attempts to get to work, head teachers should not be expecting staff to ignore official advice not to travel and put themselves at risk.  The DCSF suggests that if traffic organisations recommend only ‘essential travel’ that ‘essential travel’ includes pupils going to school and staff going to work.  The NUT disagrees with this interpretation of ‘essential travel’ which, if adopted, would result in no decrease of traffic whatsoever!  In our view ‘essential travel’ is that which is needed to protect people, for example medical or emergency services, gritting services, food supplies etc.

My school has been closed for a week.  Will we have to make up this time either this term or in the summer term?

The NUT considers that such a move would be unreasonable, given that term dates are published more than 12 months in advance and that staff and parents will in many cases have made holiday plans.  Contact your local association or division if this is proposed.

I’ve had to miss two days of school because my own child’s school was closed because of the snow.  Will I be paid?

There is a statutory right to take unpaid leave of absence (LoA) for family and domestic reasons for incidents involving employees’ dependants.  In Leeds there is an entitlement to up to five days p.a. paid leave for urgent family business.  The NUT would encourage schools to look generously upon requests for paid leave of absence in these exceptional circumstance.

My school is closed to pupils but staff have been directed to attend where possible.  Is this reasonable?  If I cannot attend, will I still be paid?
The NUT would argue that wherever possible staff should be permitted to work at home, rather than remaining unnecessarily in school.  As far as pay is concerned, the NUT will challenge any attempts to withhold pay from teachers who were genuinely unable to attend work.
I live close to my school and have, therefore, been able to attend work, along with a few other colleagues.  The head teacher has directed us to assist with shovelling snow and treating paths.  Is this reasonable?

Definitely not.  Such tasks are not part of the professional duties of teachers and should be undertaken by premises staff.

I can’t get to my own school because of the snow and my head teacher has suggested that I offer my services at my nearest school.  Is this a sensible idea?

No it isn’t.  It would not be helpful for schools to have strangers turning up offering their services.  
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DISCUSSION:





BOYCOTT ON SATs





JOINT NUT/NAHT BALLOT �TO STOP SATS





SPEAKERS:  John Beckett &


Keith Rogers - NAHT

















GENERAL MEETING


TUESDAY 2ND MARCH 2010 -  5.00PM – 6.30PM SHEESH MAHAL, LEEDS





(346-348 Kirkstall Rd, Leeds - opposite Vue Cinema Complex) 


(Tea and Coffee will be available from 4.30 pm)









































And your chance to influence Union Policy:      Conference Amendments for the Annual Conference 2010 in Liverpool





A room has been booked (upstairs) at the Sheesh Mahal. All members attending will have the opportunity to enjoy a free meal. The Sheesh Mahal is an award-winning, licensed restaurant with a well-established reputation for excellent food combined with first-class service.
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International Women’s Day – 8th March 2010





Each year around the world, International Women's Day (IWD) is celebrated on March 8. �Hundreds of events occur not just on this day but throughout March to mark �the economic, political and social achievements of women.�Further information is available at www.internationalwomensday.com





There is an excellent TUC Equal Pay pack available for schools showing seven filmed interviews featuring women trade unionists who made history.  These resources, including posters and DVDs have been used by schools in East London to explore with students how equal pay laws were won.  The TUC ”Equal Pay – Scenes from a Turbulent History” film is a documentary of the history of the struggle for equal pay since the 1980s with archive footage of key moments in the trade union fight to recognise the value of women’s work.  �Copies can be obtained from r.mcneil@nut.org.uk














Leeds NUT has recently made substantial donations to important causes





Haiti Earthquake Appeal





The last Executive committee agreed two donations of £250 in support of the Haiti earthquake appeal.





The NUT have asked local associations to support the TUC Aid appeal and to also consider supporting an Education International appeal which will be directing help and support through the Haiti teaching union for immediate support to teachers and students and also more long term help for communities to rebuild schools.





Steve Sinnott Foundation 





The Foundation was established in memory of NUT General Secretary Steve Sinnott. It is working towards achieving the ‘United Nations Millennium Goal 2 – Primary education for all by 2015’. This campaign was one of Steve’s passions and is a key part of the NUTs international development work. 





The Executive committee agreed to send a donation of £200.





Further information can be found on their website   �HYPERLINK "http://www.stevesinnottfoundation.co.uk"�www.stevesinnottfoundation.co.uk�











JOIN THE NUT:   Ring the Recruitment Hotline

   0845 300 1669
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