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So... what is the Union doing ?   Come along and find out at...     Seven Art s   (Harrogate Rd. Chapel Allerton, Leeds )                Friday 26th Marc h                                                                                                                                           4.00pm — 6.30pm                                                                  This informal event is open to  all   NUT members in Leeds.  Co me along after school and meet local officers and other NUT  members. Refreshments will be available. Find out what  your  union is doing about SATs, Academies, Trust Schools, Ofsted.  Be better informed. Get involved.   Seven Arts is based on Harrogate Road nea r the centre of Chapel Allerton  -   just below Casa Mia Grande.     It's opposite the Library and 30 yards down the  road towards Leeds City Centre. Regular buses run to the venue from the city  centre (number 2, 3 or 3A) or from Headingley and Harehills (number  91).  There is no parking at Seven, but on - street parking is available on Harrogate  Road and out - of - hours behind the Somerfield supermarke t .  
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Date:   Friday 12th March 2010 

Together We Can End SATs and League Tables

From March 15th leadership group teachers in primary schools will receive ballot papers asking them to take action to frustrate this year’s national curriculum tests. The vast majority of Heads, Deputies and Assistant Heads will be taking part in this ballot because it is being held by two unions, the NUT and the National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT).  Together we represent the overwhelming majority of primary school leaders. A successful ballot will scupper the 2010 SATs and make it impossible to produce any league tables based on the results. Even a significant boycott will make league tables based on the few schools which do the tests meaningless.
Why are we doing it?

National Curriculum tests and league tables are used not to improve the educational outcomes for children but to penalise teachers, increase the workload pressures on us and determine our pay. In the case of leadership group members, in particular, they can threaten jobs and end careers. They humiliate and demean colleagues working in our toughest communities with our most vulnerable children. They prevent us from teaching by forcing us to spend endless hours practising past papers. They are used by inspectors to pre-judge schools before they set foot in our buildings and see the work we do.
SATs no longer exist in secondary schools, nor are they used in Wales, Scotland or NI. Enough is enough. It’s time that English primary schools were freed from an unacceptable burden imposed on no other part of the UK education system.

What will happen if the ballots are successful?
Members will be urged to:
• Refuse to follow the test opening and   

  administrative procedures; 

• Refuse to carry out the tests;

• Refuse to ensure that all eligible and able  

  pupils take the test.
Children will attend school during SATs week ( May 10-14th), but instead of undergoing the tests they will have a normal week.

We give parents an absolute guarantee that their child’s progress at the end of the Primary phase will be accurately reported by schools taking part in the action.
Why ballot only leadership group members?
We don’t need to ballot others. Classroom teachers cannot be required to carry out the tasks listed above. We will be issuing advice to remind all primary members of this in advance of SATs week and urging them to support their leadership colleagues, whether NUT or NAHT, in frustrating the 2010 tests. 

If we were to ballot members who cannot be required to carry out these tasks, there is a very real risk that a successful legal challenge could be made which could undermine our joint action. 
For the NUT and NAHT to be working together to reduce the workload and pressure on primary members is of historic importance. 

WE STRONGLY URGE LEADERSHIP MEMBERS 

1. TO REMEMBER TO VOTE AND 

2. TO VOTE YES
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Contact Leeds NUT for further details:   West Park Centre, Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BE





Tel:  0113 2304385		Fax:  0113 2747663        e-mail:  leedsnut@btconnect.com
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Teacher Support Network (TSN) Survey on School Environments





The TSN know that the nature of a school environment can have a pronounced effect on the wellbeing of teachers and standards of education.


Since 2007 they have been working with the British Council for School Environments (BCSE) to ensure school buildings better suit the needs of teachers and the school community as a whole and raise awareness across education of their importance.


Together they have launched a survey that will help them make the case for an improved focus on school environments.   This is a short online survey and they are also looking for school to send in pictures of their school environments – good and bad examples !


This is the


http://teachersupport.info/news/policy-and-public-affairs/School-environments-take-our-survey-and-send-us-your-pics.php
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Unite Against Fascism National Mobilisation and anti EDL 


(English Defence League)  Rally in Bolton





20th March 2010





For more details go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.uaf.org.uk" �www.uaf.org.uk�








For coach travel from Leeds please contact Katie (text or phone)


on 07886387361 








JOIN THE NUT:   Ring the Recruitment Hotline

   0845 300 1669
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