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Date:   Friday   May 28th 2010
NEW GOVERNMENT- NEW CHALLENGES!

On May 5th voters chose to give no party the right to overall control of Parliament. It took a few days but finally the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats agreed to form a coalition government with David Cameron as Prime Minister and Nick Clegg as his Deputy. On May 20th the two parties published their Coalition Programme for Government.  It is clear from that document that there will be some very major issues for teachers to deal with in the months and years ahead.
Teachers’ Pay and Conditions

It is likely that the national pay and conditions arrangements for teachers will come under attack. 
‘We will reform the existing rigid national pay and conditions rules to give schools greater freedoms to pay good teachers more and deal with poor performance’. 

Teachers’ Pensions.

The Coalition programme makes clear that:

‘we will commit to establishing an independent commission to review the long-term affordability of public sector pensions’

This is likely to mean we face proposals to increase the age at which we can access our pension and possibly also to change from a final salary to a less favourable scheme such as exists in parts of the private sector.

There is also a commitment to phase out the default retirement age so that the state pension cannot be accessed until 66. 

The School System.

This is an area where we are likely to see the most dramatic change on the fastest timetable. The pledges include the following:

‘We will promote the reform of schools in order to ensure that new providers can enter the state school system in response to parental demand; that all schools have greater freedom over the curriculum; and that all schools are held properly to account’

‘We will give parents, teachers, charities and local communities the chance to set up new schools, as part of our plans to allow new providers to enter the state school system in response to parental demand’. 

During the election period and after, the basic meaning of these promises became clear. First it is likely that particular groups of parents will be encouraged to set up their own so called ‘free schools’ which will then actually be run by private organisations. 
New Education Secretary, Michael Gove, has also indicated that there will be a fast-track to allow ‘outstanding schools’ to become Academies.

Free schools and academies are independent of the local authorities and can decide their own admissions policies and terms and conditions for staff.  The NUT believes that they will further damage local planning and provision for children and privatise schools.
So we have major battles ahead. To win we will need strong, well-organised school groups, a well-informed membership and maximum unity with other school unions. We are working on all of those things immediately. 
JOIN US IN THAT WORK
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LOVE MUSIC HATE RACISM AT ALLERTON GRANGE SCHOOL





On the eve of the General Election over 100 people enjoyed an evening of “music with a message” from Allerton Grange students as the school put on its first “Love Music Hate Racism” concert.  Committed to celebrating the diversity of the school’s population and to opposing individuals and organisations that wish to spread the divisiveness of racism, several student acts entertained the audience for over two hours.  It was a fantastic night and those who were central to its organisation (students and staff) hope to make it a regular event.  We would also like to see other Leeds schools follow our example.  For information on how you can put on a LMHR concert contact Dave Goodfield at the school: �HYPERLINK "mailto:goodfid01@leedslearning.net"�goodfid01@leedslearning.net� 
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FIFA World Cup 2010 �


A pack containing fun and informative resources so teachers and pupils can explore South Africa’s history, culture and context.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.teachers.org.uk/footballandfreedom"�www.teachers.org.uk/footballandfreedom�





NUT DISABLED TEACHERS CONFERENCE





SATURDAY 12TH JUNE – HAMILTON HOUSE





Each year the Union holds a conference for members of the Union who define themselves as disabled. This event enables teachers to share experiences, learn from each other and debate Union policy about campaigns to achieve disability equality in the profession.





This event is open to all teachers who define themselves as disabled and this can cover teachers with cancer, HIV, MS, ME, Parkinsons disease, epilepsy, mobility impairments, visual impairments or hearing impairments, work-related stress, anxiety, depression as well as any other mental or physical impairment which teachers experience.





An application form can be obtained from:





www.teachers.org.uk/node/10585





�





NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME COURSES:





SCHOOL LEADERSHIP – “A TU APPROACH”   -  14-16 JUNE


Who should attend: 


Members of the Leadership Group including Headteachers, Deputy & Assistant Headteachers, schools, colleges, services and units.





For more information visit:  www.teachers.org.uk/node/8096








ACADEMY REPS  -  5-7 JULY


Who should attend:  


Representatives in Academies & schools designated to become Academies.  





For more information visit:  www.teachers.org.uk/node/9521








JOIN THE NUT:   Ring the Recruitment Hotline

   0845 300 1669

