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Commission Set Up

The Government, with bullish enthusiasm, has announced the establishment of a Public Service Pensions Commission, chaired by Lord John Hutton, to examine the long term affordability of public service pensions.  

The Commission announced an initial call for evidence by the end of July to: 
‘consider the case for delivering savings on public service pensions within the spending review period… to contribute towards the reduction of the structural deficit’. 
The Union submitted its own response to the Commission and produced the joint Teachers’ Union response.  The Union is expecting the publication of the interim report on or around the date of the Comprehensive Spending Review (20 October). The NUT’s response will be determined by the content of the report.

Not  Needed!

The Union continues to believe that the reforms already introduced into the Teachers’ Pension Scheme (TPS) and other public sector pension schemes as a result of the 2005 agreements between the Labour Government, the TUC and the public sector unions have made public sector pensions sustainable for the long term and should be given a chance to work. The Government has displayed unseemly haste in setting up this commission so soon after taking office. Many will recall David Camerons’ use of emotive, but entirely misleading phrases such as ‘pensions apartheid’ in the run up to the election, avoiding the inconvenient truth that the real pension gap in the UK is between the wealthy and the poor. 
New Index Linking = Stealth Erosion!
From April 2011, teachers’ pensions will be uprated by the Consumer Prices Index (CPI) rather than the Retail Prices Index (RPI). 

Although this change appears innocuous, it will fundamentally affect teachers’ living standards in retirement.  RPI inflation is normally higher than CPI inflation – RPI includes council tax and housing costs which do not appear in the CPI, while the method of calculating CPI means that it will generally be below RPI in any case.

The Union estimates that a teacher retiring at 60 with a £10,000 a year pension would lose out by over £30,000 over a 25-year retirement if this relationship is maintained. 

The July 2010 CPI increase was 3.1 per cent, compared to 4.8 per cent for RPI which indicates the loss of ground may be more severe this year. The Union continues to view this change as a breach of the Coalition Government’s promise to protect accrued pension rights.  
Make Your View Heard

An e-mail is being sent to all retired members for whom the Union has e-mail addresses, asking them to become involved in campaigns on pensions and other issues.  We will be asking retired members to contact their MPs to protest against the switch from RPI to CPI indexation and a letter is being placed on the website’s political wizard facility for this purpose.
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2010 – 2011





All meetings are 4.45 – 6.30 p.m �(4.45 Tea & Coffee) 


(5.00 pm – Meeting)   (6.30 pm Meal)





The next meeting is the:


AGM


Thursday 23rd September 2010





























Meetings are usually held at The  Sheesh Mahal, Restaurant, Kirkstall Road, Leeds 


 (Opposite the Vue Cinema Complex)


Afterwards members may enjoy a free meal in this award-winning restaurant
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RETIRED TEACHERS’ EDITION –   AUTUMN 2010



























































NUT RETIRED TEACHERS’


CONVENTION 2010





The Retired Teachers’ Convention 2010 will be held on Tuesday, 12 October in Mander Hall at the NUT Headquarters.





The Convention fee is £17, including lunch and costs may be able to be claimed back - contact the local office for details.





For additional details and a booking form, go to





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nut.org.uk/taxonomy/term/1636" ��http://www.nut.org.uk/taxonomy/term/1636�





or call Anita Brown on 020 7380 4765.  





Please return registration booking forms to Anita Brown, SS&EE Department, Hamilton House by Tuesday, 5 October 2010.
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DISCUSSION


PENSIONS


What is happening to your pension?








NATIONAL PENSIONERS’ CONVENTION RALLY AND LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT:  27 OCTOBER 2010





The NPC is organising a national rally and lobby of MPs on 27 October to focus attention on their campaigning priorities for an increase in the basic State pension to the national poverty level of £171 a week, the introduction of a National Care Service and to safeguard existing benefits for pensioners such as the winter fuel payment.





The programme for the day is as follows:





Protest 	– 	12 noon in Parliament Square





Rally 		– 	1.00 pm Lecture Hall, Methodist Central Hall, Westminster





Lobby 	– 	2.00 pm





The NPC is not making special arrangements to meet MPs.  Groups are advised to write to their MPs asking them to meet either outside the House of Commons or Portcullis House at a set time, or at Methodist Central Hall after the rally has finished.
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